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SUBJECT: ATLANTIS II CLEARANCE REQUEST - APR 1977 

1 . R/V ATLANTIS II, OPERATED BY THE WOODS HOLE OCEANO- 
GRAPHIC INSTITUTION AND FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION AND OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH, IS PLANNING TO 
CONDUCT AN OCEANOGRAPHIC SURVEY IN THE GULF OF 
AQABA. THE GULF IS ESSENTIALLY AN UNSTRUCTURED AREA 
OF THE OCEAN THAT HAS FORMED BY VERY RECENT SEA-FLOOR 
SPREADING MOVEMENTS. THE PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH IS 
TO TAKE PISTON CORES AND MAKE SEISMIC, MAGNETIC, AND 
GRAVITY MEASUREMENTS TO AID IN UNDERSTANDING HOW SUCH 
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MOVEMENTS BEGIN AND WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE IN THEIR INITIAL 
STAGES. 

2. DR. DAVID A. ROSS IS THE CHIEF SCIENTIST, WHO HAS 

BEEN IN CONTACT WITH YOHAY BEN-NUN, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
ISRAELI OCEANOGRAPHIC AND LIMNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE, HAIFA. 
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THERE ARE BERTHS AVAILABLE FOR 5 GOI PARTICIPANTS AND 
ALL DATA WILL BE SHARED WITH THE GOI. MASTER OF THE 
VESSEL IS DAVID F. CASILES AND THERE IS A CREW OF 30 
AND SCIENTIFIC PARTY OF 26. 

3. A COPY OF THE SHIP'S TRACK IS BEING POUCHED. ALL 
STATIONS ARE LOCATED ON THE ISRAELI SIDE OF THE GULF. 

SOME RESEARCH WILL BE CONDUCTED IN THE RED SEA BUT 
OUTSIDE 12 NAUTICAL MILES. THE SHIP WILL DEPART 
DJIBOUTI 31 MARCH AND ARRIVE SUEZ 18 APRIL. 

4. EQUIPMENT TO BE USED INCLUDES A CONTINUOUS SEISMIC 
PROFILER, ECHO-SOUNDER, GRAVIMETER, MAGNETOMETER, PISTON 
CORER, NANSEN BOTTLES, BACTERIOLOGICAL SAMPLERS, AND 
NISKIN SAMPLERS. 

5. ATLANTIS II IS 1529 GROSS TONS. 210 FT LONG AND 

16 FT DRAFT. RADIO CALL SIGN IS KADC AND SHIP MONITORS 
EMERGENCY FREQUENCIES. 

6. ACTION: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO SEEK CLEARANCE FOR 
R/V ATLANTIS II TO CONDUCT MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
IN THE WATERS AND ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF ADJACENT 
TO ISRAELI AND SINAI COASTS ON THE GULF OF AQABA 
DURING THE PERIOD 31 MARCH - 18 APRIL 1977. SHIP'S 
AGENT WILL ARRANGE PORT CALLS. 
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